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- -REMARKS -- 
Claims 29-49 remain under consideration, 

A. The drawings were subject to an objection. 

The objection to the drawings is traversed. FIG. 3 is correct, as described below. 
Withdrawal of the objection is requested. 

B- The specification was subject to an objection. 

The objection to the specification is traversed. On page 1 1, line 7-8, the 
specification indicates that this "displacement of the sleeve creates inside the sleeve and 
around the end of the piston 70 an annular cavity 104" which is properly represented in 
FIG. 3. At page 1 1 , tines 8-9, the specification further notes that the annular cavity is 
"filed by the materia! displaced by the deformations of the reaction disc 96." Thus, the 
specification and FIG. 3 are correct. Withdrawal of the objection is requested. 

C Claims 29^*9 were rejected under §112, second paragraph. 

The rejection of claims 29-49 under §112, second paragraph is traversed. The 
claim language is supported by the specification as above. Applicants further note 
additional support elsewhere in the specification, including at least page 11, lines 10-11 
-the sleeve 86 is displaced towards the piston 70 and that the distance X decreases." 

Withdrawal of the rejections to claims 29-49 is requested. 
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D. Claims 40, 41, 44, 45 and 47-49 were rejected under §102(b) under 
Cauthier. 

The rejection of claims 40, 41, 44, 45 and 47-49 under §l02(b) as aniicipaied by 
Gauthier is traversed. 

Gauthier docs not disclose, at least, a " reaction disc disposed within ihe sleeve 
and held within the sleeve by an annular flange, the flange including a central orifice and 
forming a sleeve bearing surface," as claimed in claim 40. 

Compare the structure of Gauthier: 



and the claimed structure: 
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As shown, Gauthier does noi disclose that the "reaction disc [is] disposed within 
ihe sleeve and held within the sleeve by an annular flange, the flange including a central 
orifice and forming a sleeve bearing surface." While the Examiner indicates thai me 
Gauthier inner surface 34 forms a bearing surface, claim 40 requires that the flange hold 
the reaction disc within the sleeve - an element not disclosed by Gautnier. 

Claims 41, 44, 45 and 47-48 depend directly or indirectly from claim. 40 and 
therefore are patentable over Gauthier for at least the same reasons. 

Claim 49 requires "a thrust assembly comprising means for connecting to a master 
cylinder" and **a deformable reaction disc interposed between the piston and the connecting 
means." These elements are not disclosed by Gautnier. As graphically illustrated above, 
Gauthier does not disclose connecting means, as described in the application, as claimed in 
claim 49. 

Withdrawal of the rejections to claims 40, 41, 44, 45 and 47-49 is requested. 

E. Claims 40 and 45-49 were rejected under §X02(b) under Tsuboucni. 

The rejection of claims 40 and 45-49 as anticipated by Tsubouchi is traversed. Claim 
40 requires "a deformable reaction disc interposed between the piston and the flat head, said 
reaction disc disposed within the sleeve and held within the sleeve by an annular flange, the 
flange including a central orifice and forming a sleeve bearing surface, and wherein 
movement of the assembly from the first braking state to the second braking state deforms 
the reaction disc, said deformation absorbed by an axial distance between an iniernal surface 
of the disc and the annular flange." 
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Tsubouchi discloses no such structure. At column 14, lines 56-65, Tsubouchi 
discloses only: 

TV i?i».tm:, .Li*.- fcuui=r Ifc i» f.*»i»:i J -»4iJ 0-c 
;.aj»c- |*i»w>B III n loMirC «jt it? ^>*i*r p:»T,-n .mS i> 

c«l jwiir^i -T iJir .nf<iC rt*J f-.^ .""f :i.ir i^,*tivt J*i« H. 
Hi- rr*.-u*j iU-w 14 i< fuUJ .ivia^al^ COtlixn Oh tu nm'* 
>H.-ri7n*.r^t Arrrarr* »c" u«- n.L*u* >jrw,". in^ ks-« -4:1* *..k 

Thus. Tsubouchi does not disclose that the flange includes a central orifice, nor 
disclose that the flange hold The reaction disc within a sleeve. Compare the relevant 
structures of Tsubouchi (reproduced below), with the claimed structure above. 



Tsubouchi does not disclose a sleeve bearing surface of a flange configured to hold 
the reaction disc within a sleeve, as claimed in claim 40. 

Claims 45-48 depend directly or indirectly from claim 40 and are therefore 
allowable over Tsubouchi for at least the same reasons. ' • * I: ■* 

Claim 49 requires "a thrust assembly comprising means for connecting to a master 
cylinder" and "a deformable reaction disc interposed between the piston and the connecting 
means." Tsubouchi does not disclose these elements. As graphically illustrated above, 
Tsubouchi does not disclose connecting means, as described in the application, as claimed i 
claim 49. 
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Withdrawal of the rejections to claims 40 and 45-49 is requesied. 

F. Claim 49 was rejected as "clearly" anticipated by any one of Tobisawa or 
Inoue 

The § 102(b) rejection of claim 49 as anticipated by one of Tobisawa or Inoue is 
traversed- Claim 49 invokes the sixth paragraph of §1 12, and therefore Applicant is only 
entitled to the broadest reasonable interpretation in light of and consistent with the written 
description of the invention in the application. See, MPEP 2181 . 

Neither Tobisawa, nor Inoue, disclose "a thrust assembly comprising means for 
connecting to a master cylinder, a deformable reaction disc interposed between the piston 
and the connecting means for connecting to a master cylinder, and wherein movement of 
the assembly from a first braking state to a second braking state deforms the reaction disc, 
said deformation absorbed by an axial distance between an internal surface of the disc and 
the annular flange," as claimed in claim 49 and as would be consistent with the written 
description of the invention in the application. 
Withdrawal of the rejection to claim 49 is requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

Claims 29-49 fully satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §§102, 103 and 112, as well 
as 37 CFR 1.126. In view of the foregoing, favorable consideration and early passage to 
issue of the present application is respectfully requested. 
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